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most reckless and bigoted Western-offensive general
would launch an attack on trenches dug in
the friable soil of Champagne after a bombard-
ment from artillery so light and so limited in shell
supply as that with which the Italian Army had to
force its way through defences blasted in the granite
of the Julian Alps and the hard porphyry of the
Dolomites. Far too little credit is given to the
soldiers of the Italian Peninsula for what they achieved
with such inadequate mechanical assistance. That
they should have accomplished what they did is a
proof not only of their own bravery and skill, but of
the inferiority in military ardour and discipline of
the half-hearted Austrian infantry to the dour and
highly trained legionaries of the North German. The
Gorizia offensive had to be broken off at the height
of its success because the Italian ammunition was
exhausted. Many a dominating position stormed by
the Alpine troops of Italy had to be abandoned
because the supporting artillery could not silence the
long range guns of Austria by counter battery work.
The Austrian victory of May, 1916, was won because
the Austrians concentrated on the Italian line an
overpowering fire from a mass of heavy guns which
the Italian artillery could not match. It was said
at the time that the Italian troops were " unaccus-
tomed " to such fire, and therefore broke. It would
be equally correct to say that the Austrians on the
whole maintained their defence of the frontier,
with forces conspicuously inferior in numbers,
because they were not submitted to the shattering
bombardments which effaced the German defences
on the Somme, and the French forts and trenches
at Verdun, and left the respective garrisons without
cover on those scarified plateaux.